Introduced by Council Member Carter & Co-sponsored by Council  

Member Jones:
RESOLUTION 2013-284
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING AL KINARD FOR HIS LONG AND DISTINGUISHED CAREER OF SERVICE TO THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Al Kinard, a Jacksonville native, graduated from Landon Senior High School in 1954 and began his career with the City of Jacksonville doing maintenance and construction in the Recreation Department for several years before becoming a draftsman with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers where he participated in the construction of the Vertical Assembly Building and gantry tower at the U.S. Missile Base at Cape Kennedy at the beginnings of the manned space program; and


WHEREAS, in 1960 Mr. Kinard returned to City service and thereafter held a wide range of positions in the Public Works Department, from zoning inspector and district road supervisor to  program engineer and Highways Supervising Manager, Manager of Sanitation, and Deputy Director and finally Director of Public Works under several mayoral administrations, where he earned the nickname “Mr. Fix-it” for his ability to take projects from plans to completion on-time and on-budget; and


WHEREAS, Al Kinard’s other nickname from his decades of service to the City was “Mayor of RV City”, earned from his years of ensuring that Florida and Georgia football fans arriving for the annual game had a safe, functional and enjoyable facility in which to park their RVs and participate in the game week festivities; and 


WHEREAS, after 38 years of City employment Mr. Kinard retired and took an engineering job in the private sector in 2001, but shortly thereafter was again tapped to use his decades of expertise in special event logistics by being appointed as a key organizer of the City’s massive efforts to host a successful Super Bowl in 2005; and


WHEREAS, throughout more than four decades of service to the City of Jacksonville, its citizens and millions of special events visitors, Al Kinard deployed a unique combination of skill, foresight, planning, competence and good humor to tackle the most difficult problems and bring to successful completion a wide array of the most challenging projects, and the City is immeasurably greater for his countless contributions; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Al Kinard for his more than four decades of outstanding service to the City and its citizens and visitors, and extends its heartfelt gratitude for his countless contributions to the City’s growth and progress.  Mr. Fix-it and the Mayor of RV City will be long and fondly remembered by all who had the pleasure to know and work with him over the years.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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